UNESCO Cross Cutting Project (Action: VI.2.4.2.1)

The Great Volga River Route (GVRR)

“Uniting the Seas (Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas)

in favour of World Heritage Education for Sustainable Development”

PRELIMINARY TERMS OF REFERENCE

· Education is the foundation for sustainable development. (32 C/INF 9 document)
· World Heritage sites are considered to be of “outstanding universal value”.
· ASPnet schools are “navigators for peace” and agents for positive change.

Introduction

In the Middle Ages, waterways were most important for the interaction of civilizations, especially where territories were divided by hard-to-traverse forests and steppes and populated by fierce nomads. The Great Volga Route was a river transport artery of Eastern Europe, connecting the basins of the Baltic, Caspian, and Black Seas.

Today the Great Volga Route is a region with rich cultural and natural heritage.  The Volga River is the longest river in Europe.  It is considered to be the life blood of Russia. Over 40 per cent of Russia's people live near it and its tributaries and half of Russia's farmers live and farm near the Volga. Over half of Russia's industry is located within its drainage. The river has suffered from the building of hydroelectric dams and industrial construction. The Volga basin has also been subjected to an enormous strain as a result of accelerated industrialization and urbanization during recent decades.

Therefore, urgent action is required at all levels, in particular awareness-raising, mobilization and involvement of young people through improved quality education.  While the Volga basin is going through an economical crisis, the river as a symbol for connecting people can become the starting point for renewed action. Using Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), modern means of connecting people, UNESCO is keen to contribute to this process and reinforce contacts along the former trading routes, the “Great Volga River Route” and the states bordering the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas.
The Great Volga River Route Project will focus on its first stage on the 18 countries bordering the Volga river and the Baltic, Caspian, and Black Seas.
Background

This project was approved as an ICT cross-cutting project during the 32nd UNESCO General Conference and aims to:

· address issues and provide solutions to the UN Millennium Development Goals;

· serve as a follow-up initiative to the Johannesburg World Summit for Sustainable Development in 2002;

· serve as a follow-up to the final recommendations and documents of the World Heritage Youth Forum, which was held in Velikie Novgorod (Russian Federation) in 2002;

· serve as a concrete contribution to the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014);

· explore further and develop the effective use of ICTs to improve quality education.

The project will be implemented within the framework of the Young People’s Participation in the Preservation and Promotion of World Heritage Special Project and through the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet). The UNESCO “World Heritage in Young Hands” Educational Resource Kit and the Education for Sustainable Development information briefs will serve as the key reference materials for the project.
Overall goal

· Use Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) to support and link young people engaged in the preservation and promotion of World Heritage and Biosphere sites and Sustainable Development issues among countries located in the area along the Volga river and on the banks of the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas.

· Foster cross-cultural communication and dialogue among young people of different countries on World Heritage, Biosphere and Sustainable Development issues, and involve young people in the promotion of the World Heritage, Biosphere and sustainable development.

· Enhance World Heritage Education and Education for Sustainable Development.

Project objectives

· Experiment the use of ICTs to enhance the learning process and facilite communication between participating schools in the Project, along the Volga river, and on the banks of the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas.

· Develop new educational approaches, resources and materials for mobilizing young people to take action and support Sustainable Development, Education for All and World Heritage (using knowledge, skills, attitudes to “make a difference”).

· Reinforce a network of ASPnet schools along the Volga river, and on the banks of the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas in order to work on issues related to sustainable development and linked to World Heritage and Biosphere sites.

· Ensure frequent communication and exchanges to promote an intercultural dialogue and cooperation amongst young people in schools in the countries involved in the Project.

· Ensure equal participation of girls and boys  in the project.

Project outcomes

· Effective network of ASPnet secondary schools (involving students aged 14-16 years old) involved in developing educational approaches and materials on Sustainable Development and World Heritage.

· A common information web portal and systematic of exchange of information created; including setting up of a website by each participating school, electronic chat forums as well as provision of ICTs and training to participating schools not equipped with ICTs.

· Information channels set up for sharing results, experiences, good practices, such as newsletter and bulletins using both traditional and modern electronic channels.

· Innovative educational materials (including CD Roms) and methods developed to sensitize and mobilize youth from various countries to the process of exploration of the cultural and natural heritage in support of sustainable development of the Great Volga River Route.

· Sustainable Development issues included throughout the curriculum both in school and out-of-school activities.

· Gender and equity issues discussed

Project implementation modalities

The 18 countries located along the Volga river and on the banks of the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas will be invited to select UNESCO ASPnet Schools in accordance with the annexed School Selection Criteria at the level of secondary education to take part in this new Flagship Project.

Participating schools (5 to 10 in each country) will select both cultural, natural and mixed World Heritage sites as well as other appropriate sites in their vicinities for in-depth study and reflection on how their preservation and promotion can promote sustainable development.

Schools in different countries will be twinned in order to enhance the exchange of views and proposals and with a view to furthering an intercultural dialogue on specific study topics of interest.

Study topics (built around the ESD information briefs)
· Sustainable development and economic/social implications: World Heritage and tourism, sharing and use of resources, inclusiveness and poverty alleviation, sustainable consumption, industrial waste, acid rain, endangered species, etc…

· Sustainable development and preservation of the environment: preservation of natural and cultural World Heritage sites, biodiversity, water, etc…

· Sustainable development and cultural implications: the Volga River as a cultural corridor, protection of tangible and intangible heritage in and around World Heritage and local sites, reaffirmation of identity, gender issues, promotion of languages, cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue.

· Sustainable development and Information and Communication Technologies: the role and use of ICTs to enhance learning, teaching and intercultural dialogue.

Tentative timetable

2004

Mid-April

Develop and finalize project Terms of Reference

March-August 
Produce a map of the Great Volga River Route with World Heritage and Biosphere sites; a brief document with descriptions of sites: four examples linking a World Heritage site and one of the study topics; a brief document with web site references for the Great Volga River Route

Mid-April 
Send TOR with letter to the Secretary-General of UNESCO National Commissions inviting them to participate in the project and Reply Form 

End-May 
Deadline for countries to finalize selection of participating ASPnet schools and selection of focal points

Mid-August  
Send documentation, map and reference materials to focal points in ASPnet schools

September 
Schools start work on project activities

Early November
International workshop meeting (with national focal points and youth delegates)

2005

May 
Deadline for receiving feedback on activities

Summer 
Analysis and preparation of review of results

Early September
Sub regional Baltic, Black and Caspian workshops to validate results

October 
Presentation of achievements at 33rd UNESCO General Conference, possible round-table or other event, exhibition

November 
Youth Encounter

2006-2007
Continuation of Project, production of kit and learners’ guides


Development and launching of similar projects elsewhere in the world.

At national level
Each country will be invited to designate a GVRR national project coordinator. A small task force will also be set up. WHE coordinators, ASP schools coordinators, university professors, teachers, students and policy-makers will be involved in this task force. Activities will focus on using ICTs to facilitate exchange and cooperation of participating schools and could include the development of new innovative educational programmes in World Heritage and sustainable development, as well as training seminars for teachers. Each country will develop and support a series of activities for students such as summer ecological/sustainable development/heritage camps, volunteer work, historical navigation and seafaring, international youth archaeological camps, the study and preservation of intangible heritage and publications, broadcasts.

At regional level
In order to facilitate the activities of ASPnet in the Great Volga Route, it is expected to create a web portal on the Great Volga e-Route at the UNESCO Moscow Office, which will enable all ASPnet schools and students in the region to exchange ideas on cultural and natural heritage and sustainable development. This web portal will provide an e-forum on World Heritage and Sustainable Development within the ASP schools and facilitate all activities of this project. There will be websites designed by teachers and students in ASP schools to describe their activities in world heritage and sustainable development. These sites will be linked to the web portal and will provide a multiplier effect to the project output dissemination. 

Several sub-regional forums (Baltic, Black and Caspian) on World Heritage and Sustainable Development will be organized in 2005. These sub-regional forums will allow ASPnet schools from other sub-regions to participate through the internet. These forums will include many different kinds of activities, such as a children’s painting exhibition, musical concerts, web design competition etc,.

Participating countries 

The 18 countries along the Volga river and on the banks of the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas: Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kazakhstan, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Sweden, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Ukraine.
Evaluation 

Indicators and methods will be developed to monitor progress in the Project. 

Partners

· ED, CI, CLT, SC sectors

· UNESCO Moscow, UNESCO Almaty, UNESCO Teheran

· UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education Moscow

· UNESCO Chairs

· UNESCO National Commissions

· ASPnet

· WH specialists, environmental and sustainable development specialists, ICT specialists

Possible Funders

· Public and private sector, ICT companies

· Goodwill Ambassadors

· Discovery Channel, National Geographic, Planète TV
· Radisson SAS
· Mission Val de Loire
Annexe I – 18 countries concerned by the project
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Annexe II – Some reference documents or websites 
· UNESCO "World Heritage in young hands" Project - http://whc.unesco.org/education/sindex.htm
· Final report of the International Conference on World Heritage in Young Hands - A Dialogue among Civilizations Aswan/Cairo, Egypt  - http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/file_download.php/7b889b2551602c1bd4b98696d2e4473eEgypt+Report.pdf
· 30th anniversary World Heritage Congress “Shared Legacy, Common Responsibility”, Venice, Italy - http://whc.unesco.org/venice2002/

· Education for Sustainable Development information briefs - http://www.unesco.org/education/desd and go to Key messages

· World Heritage website - http://whc.unesco.org/nwhc/pages/sites/main.htm

· Education for Sustainable Development website - http://www.unesco.org/education/desd
· Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Future - http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/index.htm
· ASPnet website - http://www.unesco.org/education/asp
· ASPnet Baltic Sea Project – http://www.b-s-p.org
· UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity - http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001271/127160m.pdf
· UNESCO/MAB Biosphere Reserves Directory - http://www2.unesco.org/mab/bios1-2.htm
· Memory of the World Register -  http://portal.unesco.org/ci/ev.php?URL_ID=1538&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201
· Club for the children who care for planet Earth  - http://www.waece.org/waece/cdclubninyos/ingles/principal_ingles.htm or http://www.waece.org/waece/cdclubninyos/animacion.htm
· IICD virtual campus - http://webboard.iicd.org/index_uk.html
· This is a Journey project - http://www.thisisajourney.net/
· Great Australian Cycle Expedition - http://www.gracexpedition.org
· World Monuments Fund: List of the 100 most endangered sites - http://www.wmf.org/html/programs/watch.html
· UCLA's 3-D immersive computer model of the Roman Forum - http://www.ats.ucla.edu/news/Visualizations.htm
· Young Digital Creators Programme -http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php@URL_ID=5334&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
· Visual archive of World Heritage sites: http://www.world-heritage-tour.org/
Annexe III – School Selection Criteria
1) Participate in ASPnet with experience in the field of World Heritage and/or Sustainable Development.
  
2) Be located on or near the Volga (on both sides of the river or on the coast of one of the Seas : Black, Caspian or Baltic) and if possible in the vicinity of a World Heritage or Biosphere site.
 
3) Secondary school with students aged between 14 -16 years old.
 
4) Have the facilities to join the project: support teacher/project-leader, active students and teachers, library, and  if possible, ICT infrastructure: computer class, facilities to create web-site and trained staff.
 
5) Have the capacity to integrate material on WHE and ESD across the curriculum and through out-of-school activities.
 
6) Provide monitoring and assessment of the project, develop activities, materials (e.g. publications, maps, video, CD-ROMs).
 
7) Share results with neighbouring schools.
 
8) Provide a report on the project results.
 
9)  Invite local and national media to cover the Project.
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